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Benefice community newsletter for Rockhampton, Cromhall, Falfield, Tortworth and Tytherington  

Volume 18  Issue 5                                                                         July  2021 

There’s always 
a reason to 
smile ….. find it! 

 

Building back better? 

Once again it seems that the past eighteen months has empha-
sised the divisions in our society; any hopes we may have had for 
a fairer, more compassionate culture when we were all in lock-
down, have swiftly disappeared as those who have benefited from 
the situation make the most of their financial gain, whilst those 
who have experienced hardship face yet more.  

Despite the frenzy of building activity we see all around us, one of 
the greatest issues at present seems to be finding and keeping a 
roof over one’s head.  Those with the ability to afford larger hous-

es with more space and a garden, or even second homes, contribute to the rapidly increasing 
house prices, whilst others find themselves in homes that are worthless and unsaleable because 
of cladding issues, or await eviction because they are unable to pay the mortgage.  (News that a 
shepherd’s dilapidated hut valued at £800 has been sold for £16,000 is mind-boggling.)  The 
chief economist at the Bank of England, has said that the dramatic increase in house prices is 
highly likely to worsen the gap in wealth between the better off and younger generations. 

Do we really want a return to:  

The rich man in his castle,  
The poor man at his gate,  
God made them, high or lowly, 
 And ordered their estate. 
 

This verse has been excised from most current versions of the hymn but there was a time when 
many of us did sing it without a second thought.  The problem lies in the last line, which seems 
to suggest that there is a divine reason behind our position with regard to poverty or wealth but 
isn’t some of it just down to greed?  

One twentieth century re-writing of the offending verse was: 

The rich man in his motor,  
The poor man on his bike.  
God did not make them different.  
He made them both alike. 
 

Anyone care to offer an update? 

Kay Rea 
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How to contact the Foodbank 
 

The Thornbury outlet of the North 
Bristol Foodbank is based at 

Thornbury Baptist Church, 
Gillingstool, Thornbury, BS35 

2EG, and is open every Friday afternoon 
from 2 - 4 pm. 
 

For more information, please call  
0117 9791399 or 

email info@northbristol.foodbank.org.uk  
or visit northbristol.foodbank.org.uk 

 

If you feel able to contribute to the Foodbank 
stocks, here is our current shopping 
list:  Sponge puddings, Jelly (cubes please), Long 
life milk, Instant Mash, Tinned pulses e.g. chick 
peas, kidney/butter beans, Tins of custard, Angel 
delight, Chocolates/sweets, Laundry Tablets, 
Male & female deodorant 
 

Thank you for your on-going support. Dona-
tions can be placed in the Thornbury basket in 
Tesco or left on the church steps on Fridays 
between 10.30am and 4pm.  

Dementia Support South Gloucestershire 
 

Dementia support workers offer infor-
mation and practical guidance to help 
people understand dementia, cope with 
day-to-day challenges and prepare for 
the future.  

They offer support face to face, over the phone or 
in writing. The service is for people with Dementia 
and their carers, family and friends. 

Call our support line for more information:  

Tel: 0333 150 3456  

Monday to Wednesday  9am – 8pm,  
Thursday and Friday           9am – 5pm 
Saturday and Sunday          10am – 4pm 

or see our website: www.alzheimers.org.uk 

*Please note: Alzheimer’s Society 
has temporarily suspended all of our face-to-
face and group services.  

Tytherington Village Shop 

Annual Members’ Meeting  

will be held on  

Tuesday 13th July 

Subject to Covid guidelines 

St Andrew’s Church 100 Club  
May Winners 

 

Mandy Bird  £30;    Lisa Willmott  £20;     

Linda Youngs  £10 

St Peter’s Hospice Summer Raffle 
 

Imagine what you could do 
with £2,021 in your pocket 

this Summer? 
 

We’re launching our first ever  
Summer Raffle  

and you can be in with a chance to win 
£2,021 when you take part. 

 
Entering the raffle is easy.  Simply visit our 

website at  
stpetershospice.org/summer-raffle  

to buy your tickets online.   
 

The closing date is Saturday 24th July with 
the draw taking place on Weds 4th August. 

mailto:info@northbristol.foodbank.org.uk
https://northbristol.foodbank.org.uk/
http://www.alzheimers.org.uk/local-information/dementia-connect#!/detail/a0z70000000L833AAC
https://www.alzheimers.org.uk/news/2020-03-19/media-statement-suspension-of-services-coronavirus-covid-19
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BENEFICE  PHONE: 01454 260096    
E-MAIL ADDRESS: office@croftt.org.uk  
 

CHAPLAINS:  
Rev Sue: 01454 600674 or revsue@croftt.org.uk  
Rev. Frances: 01453 519099 
revfrances@croftt.org.uk  
 

Churchwardens: 
Cromhall:         Ann Greenhalgh 01454 294200 
Rockhampton:    Liz Cullimore 01454 412208  
Falfield:         Headley Pain 01454 269017        
Tortworth:         Hilary Legg 01454 413234  
Tytherington:      John Williams 01454 412515 or 
         Phil Coward 01454 281444 

‘To see Christ in all and to show Christ 
to the World.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Services in July will follow the same pattern as 
June i.e.: 
 
10:30am Morning Worship  
6:30pm  Sunday Half hour  
                     
‘In person' services of Holy Communion: 
4th            9:15am       Tortworth                       
11th          9:15am       Falfield and Cromhall 
18th          9:15am       Tytherington 
25th          9:15am       Rockhampton 
 

NB There will be an open-air service in 
the churchyard at 4pm on St James’ 
Day, July 25th - at Tytherington  
 
These services at present require us to 
wear masks, maintain social distancing 
and there is no singing. We also need to 
keep a record of who joins our services, 
so you will be asked to sign in on arrival. 
These guidelines of course may change, in which 
case we will re-assess how we go forward. 
 
However, this will probably be the pattern for the 
next few months, so that everyone knows what is 
happening.  

CROMHALL CHAPEL     
Welcomes You! 

 

WWW.CROMHALLCHAPEL.ORG 
Registered Charity No: 1179269 

 

Telephone: Simon Carey (Pastor – Elder) 

07824 804305 

Email: simoncromhallchapel@gmail.com 

 

As of Sunday, 27 June, we are now meeting to-
gether for worship and fellowship at the chapel. 

We will be following government guidance, includ-
ing social distancing, wearing of masks, and use of 
hand sanitisers. As a result, there will be limitations 
on where people will be able to sit and some peo-
ple may need to sit in the chapel hall where the 

service will be relayed to. 
We will only be holding morning services at the 
chapel until August, when we plan to restart even-
ing services again. We will however begin holding 
a short evening Zoom service at 7pm starting on 
27 June for those who would like to join in. 

Zoom 

TYTHERINGTON BAPTIST 
CHURCH 

 

There are no plans to recommence 
worship at the chapel at present. We 
shall, of course, watch the latest Gov-

ernment guidelines very closely. 

However, I intend continuing with the weekly ‘E-
Services’ which I send to members of the Baptist 
and some St James’ congregations each Saturday, 
to be read the following morning. In this way, alt-
hough physically separated, we are together in 
worship of our Lord. 

The ‘E-Services’ comprise prayers, a Bible pas-
sage and an address expanding upon that pas-
sage and how it reflects upon our Christian lives. 

Anyone who wishes to be added to the ‘mailing list’ 
for these services is welcome to contact me with 
their email address. 

Also, if anyone from Tytherington has any topic (or 
person) which they would like to be included in the 
prayers on a particular Sunday, please feel free to 
contact me (by the previous Friday). 

My e-mail address is: 

allenbroncksea@blueyonder.co.uk 
 

Many blessings to you all,  

Brian 

http://WWW.CROMHALLCHAPEL.ORG
mailto:allenbroncksea@blueyonder.co.uk
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Mini Digger Specialist 
All Ground Works Undertaken 
Driveways 
Drains 
Foundations etc 
Small loads of aggregates 
& top soil supplied 

HENRY V 
By William Shakespeare 

 

Gate Farmhouse, Itchington, BS35 3TA  
 

Sunday 4th July 2021, at 14.30 
 

Garden open for picnics at 12.00. 
 

Open air performance, bring your own rugs 
and chairs 

 
Adult £15, Child under 15 £9.50  

01454 413318 
antonbuckoke@gmail.com  

www.crbo.co.uk/henryv   
Thornbury Garden Shop  

 

Social distancing -  
limited number of tickets 

 
After a rebellious and spirited youthhood, carous-
ing in the taverns of London, Prince Hal takes on 
the responsibility of Kingship and leads his troops, 
of low and high station, across the Channel to do 
battle with the French at Agincourt. Follow the 
charismatic King Henry the Fifth in this stirring tale 
of leadership, bravery, humour, and love; two 
hours of exhilarating entertainment for a Sum-
mer’s afternoon! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For its 35th Year of touring, Festival Players Inter-
national brings you Shakespeare’s most popular 

History Play. 
 
 

Combat Stress is the UK's lead-
ing mental health charity for 
veterans, providing free special-
ist clinical treatment and welfare 
support to ex-servicemen and 
women across the UK with 

mental health conditions. We have 6,000 veterans 
registered with us. We treat conditions including Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), depression and 
anxiety. We provide a range of free services including 
short-stay clinical treatment, a specialist PTSD Inten-
sive Treatment Programme, Occupational Therapy, 
Community support and a free 24-hour Helpline. On 
average it takes 12 years from Service discharge for 
veterans to contact Combat Stress for help, by which 
time their condition is often highly complex. For more 
information visit our website combatstress.org.uk or 
call our 24-hour Helpline on 0800 138 1619 
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We are a family run business dedicated to providing the perfect environment for your cats 
to stay.  
 

Set in a quiet, secluded countryside residence, this newly-built cattery has been con-
structed to the highest standards and is fully licensed by South Gloucestershire Council. 

 

 For all enquires please contact Nicola on 07799805996 

ASHWORTHY CATTERY  

ASHWORTHY FARM, TYTHERINGTON,  

NR WOTTON-UNDER-EDGE, GLOS   GL12 8QD 

 

Thank you to the 
CRoFTT benefice for 
their kind donation to 

our costs. 
Each 20-page edition costs £425 to print, so 
we are always grateful for donations as our 
funding depends on advertising and the gen-
erosity of our readers.  
 

Regular donations may be made by standing 
order; we also accept payments by BACS.  
For further details please contact our Treas-
urer, Mr Geoff Crosthwaite  

• telephone on 01454 294140  

• Email: geoffrey.crosthwaite@outlook.com 

• or write to him at The Barn, Townwell, 
Cromhall, Wotton-Under-Edge, GL12 8AQ.  

 

Cheques, payable to Benefice Newsletter, 
may also be sent to our treasurer, Geoff 
Crosthwaite, The Barn, Townwell, Cromhall, 
W-U-E, GL12 8AQ or the editor.     
 

 

View 5 Alive online   
 

Remember that 5 Alive is availa-
ble online at www.falfield.org.uk 
and https://cromhall.com/cromhall/st-andrews-
church 

Thornbury Citizens Advice Bureau 
Telephone Advice Service:  

03444 111 444 
 

Mon to Fri 10.00 - 14.00  
 

 

St James’ Church, Tytherington 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OPEN-AIR SERVICE  

IN THE CHURCHYARD  
 

at 4pm on 
  

ST JAMES’ DAY, JULY 25TH  
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Rogue Traders 

Anyone suspecting that 
rogue traders are operating 
in their area is advised to 

contact Trading Standards on 0808 223 1133. 

THORNBURY ART CLUB’S  
SUMMER EXHIBITION 2021 

 

Methodist Church Hall, Castle Court, 
Thornbury,  

(just a few steps from the High Street) 
 

Saturday July 24
th

 – Sunday August 1
st

 
Monday – Saturday, 10am – 6pm, and Sun-

days, 2-4pm. 
Entry is FREE, with good 

disabled access. 
We look forward to seeing 

you! 

 
Thornbury Art Club is 

emerging from what we hope was a very pro-
ductive ‘Lockdown’.  Our 2021 Summer Exhi-
bition opens at the end of the month, .......  
Please put the dates in your diary now: Sat-
urday July 24th – Sunday August 1st. 
 

We look forward to welcoming back visitors 
to this annual event which is the highlight of 
the year... a chance to show our skills and 
what we have been doing over the past 
twelve months.  We are always striving to 
improve, trying new techniques, exploring 
different ideas to bring life and depth to our 
paintings.    
 

Do come and see what has inspired us this 
year.  It will be a very diverse and interesting 
show because there are so many  participat-
ing artists.   
 

We are delighted that members of Thornbury 
& District Stroke Support Group are exhibit-
ing with us. With so many contrasting styles, 
thought processes, choices of materials, etc., 
there will be something to appeal to every-
one, and a great selection in cards.  Most 
paintings are for sale, so this will be a chance 
to acquire a piece of art that is quite unique. 

 

Cromhall Plant Sale 
 

I would like to thank all those people who 
bought or donated plants to the Plant Sale in 
aid of St Andrew’s Church on 29th May.  
 

As I write the proceeds amount to £396. 
With donations for plants 
left over, the total will be 
over £400.  
 
Peggy Collett 

Jacob Ryall  

Jacob is currently undertaking his Duke of Ed-
inburgh Silver Award and is being mentored 
by Falfield Parish Council.  

 

For this Jacob is un-
dertaking weekly litter 
picking around the 
centre of the village 
and on the village 
green and checking 
that the defibrillator at 
the Post Office is in 
working order.  
 

He is also responsible 
for looking after the 
set of four concrete 

planters located on the A38 close to The Ga-
bles Hotel where he has prepared the soil, 
planted a total of 64 begonias followed by rou-
tine watering and weeding.  
 

Jacob will continue with these and other ac-
tives until the end of August.   
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ADVERTISEMENTS:  To advertise in this publication please contact Kay Rea,  
The Bungalow, Moorslade, Falfield. Tel:01454 260364  Email kay.rea@btinternet.com 

 

Children’s Day Nurseries 
 

Full and part-time childcare 
Open 51 wks/yr 8:00am ‘til 6:00pm 

Large indoor and outdoor play space 
Home-cooked organic food        Qualified, caring staff 
Fun themed room       Nursery Education Grant funded  

All Childcare Vouchers accepted  
 
 
 
Please contact us for further information 
Alveston        Charfield 

Tel: 01454 419419                 Tel: 01454 269500 
www.ncnltd.co.uk  
info@ncnltd.co.uk 

W N NEWMAN   
 

TRADITIONAL 
 BUILDERS 

 
 

RENOVATIONS AND IMPROVEMENT 
 

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY SERVICE 
 

STONEWORK AND  
GENERAL REPAIRS 

 

TEL: 01454 416109   
 

MOBILE: 07771702201 
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  Marrying the Prime Minister 

The recent marriage of Boris Johnson to Carrie Symonds was, we were told, only the second 
marriage of an incumbent prime minister in over 200 years.  So, who were the previous couple 
and when did that marriage take place? 

On 25 March 1795 Robert Banks Jenkinson married Louisa Hervey, youngest daughter of the 4th 
Earl of Bristol, who was also Bishop of Derry.  Jenkinson was a member of Parliament and the 
son of Lord Hawkesbury, the future Earl of Liverpool. 

The two had met in 1793 and continued to meet frequently at the home of 
Louisa and her mother in Wimbledon, where they had recently moved following 
the separation of Louisa’s father and mother in 1792 after thirty years of mar-
riage.  (Her father was something of a character - licentious and eccentric, ac-
cording to one description.  It’s said that the Bishop’s knowledge of classical 
Europe and love of travelling inspired the fashion for Hotel Bristol becoming a 
common name for quality lodgings throughout the Continent.) 

In November of 1794 Robert and Louisa agreed to marry; her father agreed to the marriage and 
promised a dowry of £10,000 but Lord Hawkesbury (later to become the First Earl of Liverpool) 
strongly opposed it, preferring his son, who was then aged twenty-four, to wait until he was thirty 
unless ‘he should marry a fortune indeed’.  Clearly Louisa didn’t reach his expectations for his 
son, or maybe his future father-in-law’s behaviour counted against the match!)  Following the in-
tervention of the then Prime Minister, William Pitt, and the King (George III), Lord Hawkesbury 
gave his consent and the couple were married at Wimbledon.  (It’s not recorded whether hay 
bales and cider featured in the celebrations but seems unlikely.) 

Jenkinson was elected to the House of Commons in 1790 as MP for Rye, but 
at the age of 20, was under the age for assent to parliament and did not take 
up his seat until a year or more later.  During his political career he served as 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and Home Secretary as well as Secre-
tary of State for War and the Colonies, by which time, on the death of his fa-
ther in 1808,  he had succeeded to the title Lord Liverpool. 

In 1812 the Prime Minister, Spencer Percival, was assassinated and eventual-
ly Lord Liverpool was appointed as his successor, a post he held until he re-
tired in 1827.  He died aged 58 the following year. Louisa had predeceased 

him in 1821 and he had remarried a friend of hers in 1822.  He was buried in Hawkesbury parish 
church, beside his father and his first wife. Having died childless, he was succeeded as Earl of Liver-
pool by his younger half-brother Charles.  

Later, a cousin, Sir George Samuel Jenkinson, 11th Baronet, would be responsible for the develop-
ment of Eastwood Park in Falfield, which had been bought by the first Lord Liverpool in the 18th centu-

ry.  Sir George focused on the improvement of the estate and was responsible for the building of 
St George’s church, vicarage and school at Falfield. He also built the house at Eastwood, having 
first pulled down a portion of the house there, which the Second Earl of Liverpool had started but 
never completed.  

He died in 1892 is buried in the vault at the west end of Falfield churchyard. 

In September 1914 Captain John Banks Jenkinson, eldest son of Sir George Banks Jenkinson, 
12th Baronet, was killed in action in WW1, whereupon his two-year-old son, Anthony, became his 
heir.  This was followed in 1915 by the death of Sir George Banks Jenkinson, 12th Baronet, which 
left the two-year-old Anthony to succeed to the title as 13th Baronet. The trustees sold the East-
wood Estate to a Mr Tucker, who was a butcher from Bath and so ended the link between Falfield 
and the Jenkinson family.  However, as you will read elsewhere, one of the roads on the Linden 
Homes development has been named as a reminder of the family’s link with the village.   
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Thornbury Library   

Hooray!!!!!!!!!!!  

Rhymetime returns to Thornbury Library  
on a Friday at 9.30am.  

This is a bookable 
event and numbers 
are extremely limited.  

Please email:  
thornbury.library@southglos.go.uk and 
leave your name and phone number and 
we will call you to book you in. 
 

If you have a newborn or baby aged 0 – 12 
months you can pick up a Bookstart Baby Bag 
or Newborn Pack by visiting the 
library or ordering ahead using 
Click and Collect 

You can now 

• Enjoy the simple pleasure of 

choosing your own items, 
we have lots of new titles in stock.  
Reading can be whatever you need it to 
be - relaxing, escapism, challenging, 
stress relief, fun!  

• Use a computer or Wi-Fi for free for 1 

hour each day, including scanning and 
printing.  

 

In 2021, Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust 
are celebrating their 40th birthday and the 
over £2m in grants they have given so far for ren-
ovations and improvements to local 
churches. 
 

To mark the anniversary, the Trust are aiming to 
raise an extra £1,000 for each of their 40 
years making a total of £40,000 on top of their 
usual fundraising efforts. This will enable the 
Trust to support many more projects over the 
coming years. 
 

In addition, the Trust is publishing Simon Jenkins’ 
Favourite Churches of Gloucestershire 
and Bristol. This is a local edition of his England’s 
Thousand Best Churches which 
highlights some of the most interesting historic 
churches in our area. The book is being sent 
free to Trust supporters and copies are also avail-
able through the GHCT website at 
www.ghct.org.uk/40th-appeal. 
 

Colin Senior, Chair of the Trust, has high hopes 
for 2021, and said “We are looking 
forward to this being the best year yet for fundrais-
ing, so that we can continue to 
ensure that our local churches, chapels and meet-
ing houses are around for future 
generations to enjoy. The 40th appeal, combined 
with the brilliant special edition of 
Simon Jenkin’s book, are providing new interest in 
our vital work”. 
 

Grants from the Trust have helped fund many vital 
projects in Gloucestershire and North 
Bristol over the last 40 years. These include roof 
repairs, restoring historic wall paintings, 
and improving accessibility. To find out more about 
the work of the Trust you can visit their 
website at www.ghct.org.uk. 

mailto:thornbury.library@southglos.go.uk
http://www.ghct.org.uk/40th-appeal
http://www.ghct.org.uk
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Community transport 
 

Community transport operates across South Gloucestershire providing a variety of services to help people 
who cannot use public transport due to lack of availability or for people without access to suitable transport. 
 

To use community transport you need to register by calling the telephone number of the operator you wish 
to use. Once it is established that you are eligible, you can make your booking. Journeys are usually 
booked with at least 24 hours notice and you agree your pick up and drop off points and times. 
 

Regular bookings can also be made with some providers. Each service operates differently and covers dif-
ferent areas, so please check when making your booking. Fares vary so please contact the individual oper-
ator for details. 
 

The transport provided includes: 

• Dial-a-ride offering door-to-door transport: The service provides individual members with door to 
door transport either using minibuses or cars and can be used for a number of trip purposes. Needs 
to be pre-booked by individuals who become members of the organisation providing the transport. 

• Trips and excursions: Some of the community transport schemes run trips and excursions through-
out the year to places of interest either within the area or further afield. 

• Community car schemes: An organised form of lift giving, where volunteers use their own cars to 
provide door to door journeys for people without transport. Passengers are charged a rate per mile 
for their journeys to cover drivers’ costs. 

• Community transport schemes are always looking for volunteer drivers who can offer either regular 
or occasional help, contact your local community transport operator directly for more information. 

• Accessible minibuses for hire by community groups: Vehicles owned by community groups are 
made available to other local organisations for low cost hire. These can be used for a number of dif-
ferent purposes, including leisure, social events and education. 

 

Community transport operators:   
Four Towns and Vale Link Community Transport (group hire, dial-a-ride & voluntary car)  
Telephone: 01454 250500  Email: info@4tvl.org.uk     Webpage: http://www.4tvl.org.uk/ 

 
We provide transport for the following areas: Almondsbury, Alveston, Aust, Bradley Stoke, 
Charfield, Cromhall, Falfield, Filton, Frampton Cotterell, Hallen, Hill, Oldbury on Severn, 
Olveston, Patchway, Pilning, Severn Beach, Rockhampton, Stoke Gifford, Thornbury, 
Tortworth, Tytherington and Winterbourne. 

 

We also have minibuses for hire (with or without a driver) for use by local community groups. 

Falfield Parish Council 

The June meeting was the first physical meeting due to the pandemic, to be held since March 
2021. 

The meeting was attended by six Parish Councillors, Ward Councillor John O’Neill and seven 
residents who raised a number of issues, these included the unacceptable road noise from the 
A38 and obstructions on a number of Public Rights of Way within the village.  

Councillors and residents were informed that pre-work was due to commence on the A38 in July 
ahead of surface dressing of the road in 2022.  

The Clerk also informed the meeting that South Gloucestershire Council were due to undertake 
speed monitoring within the 40 mph zone on the A38 and that the Parish Council would receive a 
copy of the report at a later date. 

Routine planning and finance items were also discussed. The Clerk also reported that HMP East-
wood Park had donated all of the plants that were used to plant up the concrete planters situated 
at either end of the 40 mph speed zone. 

Provisional date for next meeting: Tuesday 20th July at 7.30 pm in Falfield Village Hall.  
parish.clerk@falfieldparishcouncil.org.uk 
www.falfieldparishcouncil.org.uk 

http://www.4tvl.org.uk/
http://4tvl.org.uk/minibus-hire/
mailto:parish.clerk@falfieldparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.falfieldparishcouncil.org.uk
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Falfield Grange – Road Names 
 

In early 2020 Falfield Parish Council were ap-
proached by South Gloucestershire Council to 
suggest suitable road names for the new 
housing development. After some discussion it 
was thought that names of individuals record-
ed on the Village War Memorial would be ap-
propriate.  
 

Of the names supplied, three were selected; 
the first being Jenkinson Way after John 
Banks Jenkinson the son of Sir George Banks 
Jenkinson, 12th Baronet, of Eastwood Park, 
who was killed at the battle of the Aisne on 
14th September 1914 aged 33 and is buried at 
the Vendresse British Cemetery.  
 

The second is Selman Drive named after 
Quarter Master William Selman (recorded on 
the War Memorial as Herbert Selman) of the 
2nd Battalion of the Gloucestershire Regiment. 
He was fighting in France where he was shot 
and was returned to Lincoln Hospital where he 
died of his wounds on 10th June 1915 aged 35 
and was buried in St George’s Churchyard on 
14th June 1915. No family information can be 
found but it is known that he spent his early 
years in the Workhouse in Chipping Sodbury.  
 

The final name is Anstey Gardens, named af-
ter Cuthbert Anstey who served in the 1st Bat-
talion Hereford Regiment and died on the bat-
tlefield in Germany on 1st April 1945 aged 19; 
the son of Herbert and Edith Anstey, he is bur-
ied in the Reichswald Forest War Cemetery, 
Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany. 
 

Information about all the names recorded on the 
War Memorial can be found on the Falfield Village 
website: www.falfield.org.uk 

Organising the Annual RBL  
Poppy Appeal 

 

This year marks the centenary of the forming 
of the Royal British Legion, founded on 15th 
May 1921. As the largest armed forced charity 
with over 2,400 branches across the UK,  RBL 
is best known for the annual Poppy Appeal 
which is always so generously supported by 
the public.  

Organising the Poppy Appeal is a year-round 
task for our local organisers Rick and Val 
Laing. 

Rick always wanted to be a soldier and joined 
up straight from school at age 16 via the Jun-
ior Leaders Regiment of the Royal Armoured 
Corps. He trained as a chieftain and scorpion 
crewman, later promoted to Troop leader. He 
served with the 15th/19th The Kings Royal Hus-
sars (later the Light Dragoons) in N.Ireland, 
Germany, Cyprus, Norway and Canada. 

Val joined the Queen Alexandra’s Royal Army 
Nursing Corps after school and college; she 
trained at Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Wool-
wich. After initial training, she worked at the 
Royal Hospital Chelsea with Chelsea Pension-
ers and then finished her training at the British 
Military Hospital in Hanover, Germany. She 
was then posted to Chessington Rehabilitation 
Centre to continue her career. 

Rick and Val met and married whilst serving in 
the Army and eventually settled in Thornbury. 
Rick now has a successful career as a tutor at 
a local prison. Val is still involved in the medi-
cal world and is a receptionist for a local GP 
practice. 

Their first association with RBL was in 2005 
with the Riders’ branch, which is the motorcy-
cle branch of RBL whose members throughout 
UK attend rallies and other events to raise 
money for the Poppy Appeal.  After joining the 
Thornbury branch, they jointly agreed to be-
come Poppy Appeal organisers when the va-
cancy arose. 

This is a year-round job taking several hours 
each month. Poppies, wreaths, crosses and 
badges are ordered in June, whilst the lengthi-
er tasks start in September. Local collectors in 
Thornbury, are recruited; their essential sup-
port is greatly appreciated, during the fortnight 
leading up to Remembrance Sunday. 

At the end of October boxes of poppies and 
donation tins are delivered to shops, schools 
and workplaces, and collected after Remem-
brance weekend.  The donations are securely 
counted and rigorously checked before being 
banked. 

The Poppy Appeal team says, “This money 
helps to support veterans young and old in 
their times of need.  We are also incredibly 
grateful to the local volunteers who come for-
ward and give of their time in November to 
help with the poppy collections 
in Thornbury. Their support is 
vital to us.” 

If you would like to volunteer to 
help with the Poppy Appeal, 
please let us know either by 
email at rblthornbury@gmail.com or by calling 
07712 897525.  And remember that anybody can 
join the Royal British Legion; you don’t have to 
have been in the armed forces to become a mem-
ber. We meet in The Black Horse on Gillingstool at 
12 noon on the last Sunday of every month. Drop 
in to see us – you WILL be welcome. 

YOU DON’T HAVE TO BE A VETERAN TO SUP-
PORT ONE !          

mailto:rblthornbury@gmail.com
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SWEEPSAFE 
 

Chimney Sweeping from £50 

Stove installations and repairs 
Traditional chimney sweeping, power sweeps 

 CCTV checks, smoke escape tests 

Replacement fire bricks, rope seals and glass 

Chimney lining and nest removal 

Certificates issued for your insurance 

Fully insured 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Registration no. 8419 

CRAIG OGBORNE  07477 544344 

Thornbury Radio launched on 105.1 and 107.5 FM across  
Thornbury and the surrounding areas 

 

Thornbury Radio – Your Choice, Your Voice! expanded its radio service 
from online only to FM on 7th June 2021. A socially distanced launch event 

was held at the studio on Sunday 6th June 2021 with the Deputy Mayor of Thornbury, Chris Da-
vies officially opening the studio. The event was attended by local Councillors Matthew Riddle, 
Shirley Holloway and Claire Young along with volunteers, sponsors and presenters. 

This is the culmination of over 16 years of work by countless volunteers being involved over the 
years. The FM service is designed to cover Thornbury and surrounding villages – including Al-
veston, Olveston, Tytherington, Oldbury-on-Severn, Leyhill, Wickwar, Bagstone and Iron Acton. 

Listeners will hear many programmes coming live from the studio right in the heart of Thornbury. 
Other shows will be more specialist music and talk shows. There will be something for everyone 
including national and local news, weather, and the what’s on guide. 

Chris Criddle, the station manager said: “We are delighted to be on air across Thornbury and the 
surrounding area. The station will play a great mix of music, highlight information about our local 
area, and be the place for everyone to talk about Thornbury and surrounding area. Please do lis-
ten in, let us know what you think and join us in making Thornbury Radio the choice and voice for 
local listeners, events and organisations. Finally thank you to everyone who has helped make the 
station launch on FM possible.”  

Thornbury Radio’s mission is to give a voice to Thornbury and the surrounding area.  Over the 
years, more than 300 local volunteers of all ages have delivered local radio programming on the 
station. 

There is still lots of work to do to ensure the success of the station, from training volunteer pre-
senters, through to station admin and ongoing maintenance of the technical kit. If you are inter-
ested, then please do visit www.thornbury.radio and complete the volunteer form. 

The station will continue to develop over the next 5 years with the support of the local communi-
ty.” 

https://www.thornbury.radio
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Tytherington  
Village Shop 

 

Saturday Morning Papers 
 

We shall soon be losing our regular helper, 
Jonathan, who has nearly completed the 
Community Service part of the Duke of Edin-
burgh Gold Award. He will have worked every 
Saturday for the last eighteen months on the 
paper shift in the shop and we are very grate-
ful for his help. 
 

So, we shall need another helper from 7.00-
8.30am on Saturdays – perhaps there is an-
other young person who would be interested 
in following in Jon’s footsteps with the D of E. 
award?  If so we should be very glad to hear 
from you.  

Or perhaps some of our Saturday paper read-
ers would be willing to join a Saturday rota on 
the paper shift, say once a month?  We eager-
ly await your responses!! 

Tytherington Mosaic 
 

A number of people have asked what is hap-
pening with this project which Bob Jenkins 
started on behalf of History group but was un-
able to bring to fruition due to ill health. The 
Parish Council has agreed the funding and the 
artists are aware of our interest and awaiting 
further ideas about the design. After some dis-
cussion it was agreed that when completed, it 
should be placed on the front wall of the shop 
where it can be easily seen and Bob was hap-
py with this.  His idea was to have a map of 
Tytherington in the middle and photos, pic-
tures or symbols of the different organisations 
around the outside (e.g. farming/quarrying 
tools, church bells etc.).  
 

If we are to progress the idea together, it 
would be good to hear ideas from the different 
organisations about how they might be repre-
sented visually. It would also be good to hear 
from anyone who is interested in taking this 
forward or contributing ideas. 
 

I have offered to coordinate any responses 
through the shop. You can send your ideas by 
email to tvsa@btconnect.com or leave any 
written contribution/sketches in the shop per-
sonally. We can then liaise with Bob’s family 
and with History Group to move the project 
forward, in the way that Bob hoped it would 
go. 

 

 

 

Thornbury Carnival Committee are disap-
pointed to announce that the event will not 
be going ahead on the 2nd and 3rd July. 

Chair of the Committee, Liam Williams stated, “We 
will make direct contact with people who have al-
ready purchased tickets on the available options as 
well as with all of our suppliers. Please bear with 
us as we work through the options and get in touch 
with you. 

I would like to publicly thank the small group of vol-
unteers who have worked so incredibly hard to put 
plans together for what we believed would be a 
safe event. I would also like to thank our suppliers, 
many of whom have had an incredibly challenging 
year but who have stood by us despite their difficul-
ties. 

Like all voluntary organisations, we are always 
keen to receive additional support in the work that 
we do. If you live locally and would like to get in-
volved in helping us shape plans for future events, 
please do get in touch with me as we would love to 
hear from you.” 

Enquiries or expressions of interest should be 
made to: info@thornburycarnival.co.uk 

mailto:tvsa@btconnect.com
mailto:info@thornburycarnival.co.uk
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Pack your bags, we’re headed to the li-
brary to join Wild World Heroes,  

Summer Reading Challenge 2021! 
 
To get involved, children read 6 books over 
the summer holiday and collect stickers to 
complete their special Wild World Heroes 
poster to get a medal and certificate. It’s FUN 
and FREE to take part. 
 

Join the Wild World Heroes for the Summer 
Reading Challenge at a South Gloucester-
shire library from Saturday 10th July to Satur-
day 11th September, and discover how you 
can make a difference to the environment too. 

Please encourage your children to visit the 
library and sign up and see the difference the 
Summer Reading Challenge makes to their 
reading. 
“My Child’s reading abilities have grown leaps 
and bounds!”  (Parent, Patchway Library) 
 

“My children love doing the reading challenge 
each year. Getting the medal and certificate is 
a real incentive to keep reading.” (Parent, 
Winterbourne Library) 
 

NEW this year, there is also the Mini Chal-
lenge specially designed for pre-school 
children.   
 

Pick up your FREE craft bag of awesome ani-
mal activities to make at home when you join 
Wild World Heroes.  
 

Find out more at www.southglos.gov.uk/
librarychanges. 
 
Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/
sgloslibraries and follow us on Twitter 
@southgloslibs for the latest Wild World He-
roes update.    
               

http://www.southglos.gov.uk/librarychanges
http://www.southglos.gov.uk/librarychanges
http://www.facebook.com/sgloslibraries
http://www.facebook.com/sgloslibraries
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William Selman  

Qtr. Sergeant 2
nd

 Gloucestershire Regiment  

(Circa 1880 to 17/05/1915) 

 

While I was researching the names on the War Memorial ahead of the 1st World War centenary, I 
came across the name of William Selman and found in the burial register that he was buried in St 
Georges’ Churchyard, Falfield but that no burial location had been 
recorded and no headstone could be found. This prompted me to 
contact the Commonwealth War Graves Commission to see what 
records they had and to see if a headstone could be erected in his 
memory.  

Unfortunately, there were no records on file and before any head-
stone could be erected, the Commonwealth War Graves Commis-
sion required information to substantiate that he was buried in the 
churchyard.  

This required time to be spent searching through old newspaper cut-
tings and contacting The Gloucestershire Regiment Museum for in-
formation. Now, after six years and a pandemic, this was completed 
in May this year with a headstone being erected to the right-hand 
side of the entrance into St George’s churchyard. 

Census records for 1881 and 1891 indicated that William Selman 
was not born in Falfield but resided in the Workhouse in Chipping 
Sodbury where it is suspected that he was born. No accurate information can be established on 
his parents but in the 1881 census records that in the same Workhouse was an Emily Selman 
aged 33 who may have been his mother, but she died in 1883. It is thought that he remained in 
the Workhouse until he was old enough to join the Gloucestershire Regiment. In the 1901 census 
he was stationed at Tregantle Fort, Antony, Cornwall and in the 1911 census at Polvrista Bar-
racks, Malta.  

He was injured on 17th May 1915 at Ypres, a bullet passing through his spine and was transported 
to Lincoln Hospital where he died from his wounds on 10th June 1915. His body was transported 
by train from Lincoln to Charfield Station. From there a detachment of the Gloucestershire Regi-

ment under the command of Lieut. Clare Smith con-
veyed his body in a convoy of two large transport 
wagons and brought it to Falfield Vicarage where it 
remained overnight. On the day of the funeral on the 
14th of June 1915 there was a large congregation 
and following burial the firing party fired the usual 
three volleys at the graveside, and the “Last Post” 
was sounded.  

Why was he buried at Falfield?  It is thought that he 
was befriended by the Simmonds family who lived in 
Moorslade Lane. Entry No 198741 in The Army Reg-

ister of Solders’ effects records that Mrs Elizabeth Simmonds was the sole beneficiary of his es-
tate and it is thought that it would have been the Simmonds family who put his name forward to be 
placed on the War Memorial. On the War Memorial he is named as QMS Herbert Selman and not 
William Selman. 

James Carpenter 
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Your magazine: How to send copy or adverts for inclusion in ‘5 Alive’: 
 
 

NEWS COPY: 
 

Where?   

• News items should be sent to Kay Rea, The Bungalow, Moorslade, Falfield, GL12 8DJ  Tel. 01454 260364 
Email: kay.rea@btinternet.com   

 

When?   

• Copy date is strictly before midnight on the 19th of each month (but the earlier we receive material the bet-
ter). 

   

In what form?   

• Please submit all copy by e-mail (attachments should be in Word or Publisher format, not PDF).  (We  reserve 
the right of the editor to edit, and you may find that small changes are made for the sake of space etc)    

• If you want to submit an advertising poster or similar, black and white is preferable as it reproduces more clearly.   

• Charities wishing to publicise events should quote their charity number. 
 

ADVERTISING:  

• The deadline for inclusion of advertising in 5 Alive is the 12th of the month preceding publication. 
 

• Enquiries about advertising should be directed to Kay Rea, The Bungalow, Moorslade, Falfield, Nr Wotton-
under-Edge, Glos, GL12 8DJ.  Tel. 01454 260364  Email: kay.rea@btinternet.com 

 

Charges per issue are as follows: 
 

   Business Rates    Rates for businesses within the benefice 
 

Full page:    £56       £40 
 

Half page:   £28       £20 
 

Quarter page:   £18        £15 
 

Eighth of page:  £10       £8 
 

There is a 10% discount for advertisers paying for a year’s advertising in advance and 5% for those paying for 
6 months’ advertising in advance 
 

Cheques should be made out to ‘Benefice Newsletter’ and sent to Kay Rea (as above). 


